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Seeking Truth 
 
All should be careful about presenting new views of Scripture before they have 
given these points thorough study, and are fully prepared to sustain them from the 
Bible. Introduce nothing that will cause dissension, without clear evidence that in it 
God is giving a special message for this time.  {TM 106.3} 
     But beware of rejecting that which is truth. The great danger with our people has 
been that of depending upon men and making flesh their arm. Those who have not 
been in the habit of searching the Bible for themselves, or weighing evidence, have 
confidence in the leading men and accept the decisions they make; and thus many  
will reject the very messages God sends to His people, if these leading brethren do not 
accept them.  {TM 106.4} 
     No one should claim that he has all the light there is for God's people. The Lord 
will not tolerate this. He has said,"I have set before thee an open door, and no man 
can shut it." Even if all our leading men should refuse light and truth, that door will 
still remain open. The Lord will raise up men who will give the people the message 
for this time.  {TM 107.1} 
Truth is eternal, and conflict with error will only make manifest its strength. We 
should never refuse to examine the Scriptures with those who, we have reason to 
believe, desire to know what is truth. Suppose a brother held a view that differed 
from yours, and he should come to you, proposing that you sit down with him and 
make an investigation of that point in the Scriptures; should you rise up, filled with 
prejudice, and condemn his ideas, while refusing to give him a candid hearing? The 
only right way would be to sit down as Christians and investigate the position 
presented in the light of God's word, which will reveal truth and unmask error. To 
ridicule his ideas would not weaken his position in the least if it were false, or 
strengthen your position if it were true. If the pillars of our faith will not stand the 
test of investigation, it is time that we knew it. There must be no spirit of Pharisaism 
cherished among us.  {TM 107.2} 
 
There are some who indulge in levity, sarcasm, and even mockery toward those who 
differ with them. Others present an array of objections to any new view; and when 
these objections are plainly answered by the words of Scripture, they do not 
acknowledge the evidence presented, nor allow themselves to be convinced. Their 
questioning is not for the purpose of arriving at truth, but is intended merely to 
confuse the minds of others.  {TM 108.2} 
     Some have thought it an evidence of intellectual keenness and superiority to 
perplex minds in regard to what is truth. They resort to subtlety of argument, to 
playing upon words; they take unjust advantage in asking questions. When their 
questions have been fairly answered, they will turn the subject [and] bring up 
another point to avoid acknowledging the truth. We should beware of indulging the 
spirit which controlled the Jews. They would not learn of Christ, because His 
explanation of the Scriptures did not agree with their ideas; therefore  
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they became spies upon His track, "laying wait for Him, and seeking to catch 
something out of His mouth, that they might accuse Him." Let us not bring upon 
ourselves the fearful denunciation of the Saviour's words, "Woe unto you, lawyers! 
for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them 
that were entering in ye hindered."  {TM 108.3} 
 
2 Peter 1:19   We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, 
and the day star arise in your hearts:   
  1:20   Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation.   
  1:21   For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of 
God spake [as they were] moved by the Holy Ghost. 
 
  1 John 2:27   But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and 
ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in 
him.    
 
2 Tim. 2:15   Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.   
 
2 Peter 3:16   All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:   
 
Acts 17:11   These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.   
 
Isaiah 28:10   For precept [must be] upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon 
line, line upon line; here a little, [and] there a little: 
 

Is the Bible Inspired 
 
2Tim 3:15   And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are 
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.   
  3:16   All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:   
  3:17   That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works.  
 
2 Peter 1:21   For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy 
men of God spake [as they were] moved by the Holy Ghost. 
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Deut. 18:18   I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto 
thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I 
shall command him.   
 
Deut. 4:2   Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye 
diminish [ought] from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your 
God which I command you.   
 
Isaiah 55:8   For my thoughts [are] not your thoughts, neither [are] your ways my 
ways, saith the LORD.   
  55:9   For [as] the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.   
 
Fundamentals of Christian Education 406 
The history of Christ is to be searched, comparing scripture with scripture, that we 
may learn the all-important lesson. What are the terms of salvation? As intelligent 
agents, invested with personal attributes and responsibilities, we can know in regard 
to our future, eternal destiny; for the Scripture record given by John, at the 
dictation of the Holy Spirit, contains no terms that cannot be easily comprehended, 
and that will not bear the most searching and critical investigation.  {FE 406.2} 
 
RH, December 18, 1888 
Unless we are rooted and grounded in the truth, we shall be swept away by Satan's 
delusive snares. We must cling to our Bibles. If Satan can make you believe that there 
are things in the word of God that are not inspired, he will then be prepared to ensnare 
your soul. We shall have no assurance, no certainty, at the very time we need to 
know what is truth. Our feet should be shod with the preparation of the gospel, and 
the truth of God should be our shield and buckler. We must know for ourselves that 
we have the truth of God. Therefore let no one entertain the question whether this 
or that portion of the word of God is inspired. Go to work; gird on the armor of 
Christ's righteousness.  {RH, December 18, 1888 par. 24} 
 
SDA Bible Commentary pg. 919 
And although we may try to reason in regard to our Creator, how long He has had 
existence, where evil first entered into our world, and all these things, we may reason 
about them until we fall down faint and exhausted with the research when there is yet an 
infinity beyond. We cannot grasp it, so what man is there that dares to take that Bible 
and say this part is inspired and that part is not inspired? I would have both my arms 
taken off at my shoulders before I would ever make the statement or set my judgment 
upon the Word of God as to what is inspired and what is not inspired.  {7BC 919.5} 
     How would finite man know anything about that matter? He is to take the Word of 
God as it reads, and then to appreciate it as it is, and to bring it into the life and to weave 
it into the character. There is everything plainly revealed in God's Word which concerns 
the salvation of men, and if we will take that Word and comprehend it to the very best of 
our ability, God will help us in its comprehension.  {7BC 919.6} 



 4 

     Human minds without the special assistance of the Spirit of God will see many things 
in the Bible very difficult to be understood, because they lack a divine enlightenment. It 
is not that men should come to the Word of God by setting up their own way, or their 
own will or their own ideas, but it is to come with a meek and humble and holy spirit.  
{7BC 919.7} 
     Never attempt to search the Scriptures unless you are ready to listen, unless you are 
ready to be a learner, unless you are ready to listen to the Word of God as though His 
voice were speaking directly to you from the living oracles. Never let mortal man sit in 
judgment upon the Word of God or pass sentence as to how much of this is inspired 
and how much is not inspired, and that this is more inspired than some other portions. 
God warns him off that ground. God has not given him any such work to do (MS 13, 
1888).  {7BC 919.8} 
We call on you to take your Bible, but do not put a sacrilegious hand upon it, and say, 
"That is not inspired," simply because somebody else has said so. Not a jot or tittle is 
ever to be taken from that Word. Hands off, brethren! Do not touch the ark. Do not lay 
your hand upon it, but let God move. It is with His own power, and He will work in such 
a manner that He will compass our salvation. We want God to have some room to work. 
We do not want man's ideas to bind Him about.  {7BC 920.1} 
 
 
 

Is the Spirit of Prophecy Inspired 
 
Rev. 12:17   And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ.   
 
Rev. 19:10   And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See [thou do it] 
not: I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship 
God: for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 
 
 
Testimonies Not Ahead of Bible.--The more we look at the promises of the Word of 
God, the brighter they grow. The more we practice them, the deeper will be our 
understanding of them. Our position and faith is in the Bible. And never do we want any 
soul to bring in the Testimonies ahead of the Bible. --Manuscript 7, 1894.  {Ev 256.3} 
     Purpose of the Testimonies.--The Word of God is sufficient to enlighten the most 
beclouded mind, and may be understood by those who have any desire to understand it. 
But notwithstanding all this, some who profess to make the Word of God their study, are 
found living in direct opposition to its plainest teachings. Then, to leave men and women 
without excuse, God gives plain and pointed testimonies, bringing them back to the Word 
that they have neglected to follow. The Word of God abounds in general principles for 
the formation of correct habits of living, and the Testimonies, general and personal, have 
been calculated to call their attention more especially to these principles.--Testimonies, 
vol. 5, pp. 663, 664. (1889)  {Ev 256.4} 
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     The Greater and Lesser Lights.--Little heed is given to the Bible, and the Lord has 
given a lesser light to lead men and women to the greater light.-- Colporteur Evangelist, 
p. 37. (1902)  {Ev 257.1} 
Judged by Their Fruits.--Let the Testimonies be judged by their fruits. What is the spirit 
of their teaching? What has been the result of their influence? All who desire to do so can 
acquaint themselves with the fruits of these visions. . . .  {Ev 260.1} 
 
     God is either teaching His church, reproving their wrongs, and strengthening their 
faith, or He is not. This work is of God, or it is not. God does nothing in partnership with 
Satan. My work . . . bears the stamp of God, or the stamp of the enemy. There is no 
halfway work in the matter. The Testimonies are of the Spirit of God, or of the devil.--
Testimonies, vol. 5, p. 671. (1889)  {Ev 260.2} 
     God Speaks Through Testimonies.--We must follow the directions given through 
the Spirit of prophecy. We must love and obey the truth for this time. This will save us 
from accepting strong delusions. God has spoken to us through His Word. He has 
spoken to us through the Testimonies to the church, and through the books that have 
helped to make plain our present duty and the position that we should now occupy.--
Testimonies, vol. 8, p. 298. (1904)  {Ev 260.3} 
 
 
 
RH, July 26, 1906 
"Be not afraid of man, for my shield shall protect you. It is not you that speaketh: it is 
the Lord that giveth the messages of warning and reproof. Never deviate from the truth 
under any circumstances. Give the light I shall give you. The messages for these last 
days shall be written in books, and shall stand immortalized, to testify against those 
who have once rejoiced in the light, but who have been led to give it up because of the 
seductive influences of evil."  {RH, July 26, 1906 par. 6} 
 
RH, January 26, 1905 
I said, "If any of the citizens of Battle Creek wish to know what Mrs. White believes and 
teaches, let them read her published books. My labors would be naught should I preach 
another gospel. That which I have written is what the Lord has bidden me write. I have 
not been instructed to change that which I have sent out. I stand firm in the Adventist 
faith; for I have been warned in regard to the seducing sophistries that will seek for 
entrance among us as a people. The Scripture says, 'Some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.' I present before our people the 
danger of being led astray as were the angels in the heavenly courts. The straight line 
of truth presented to me when I was but a girl is just as clearly presented to me now."  
{RH, January 26, 1905 par. 19} 
     I have a most earnest desire that the truth for this time shall be proclaimed throughout 
the world. God's people have a great and solemn work to do. The day of the Lord is near, 
it is near, and hasteth greatly. Every hour, every minute, is precious. We have no time to 
spend in the gratification of selfish desires. All around us there are souls perishing in sin. 
Every day there is something to do for the Master. Every day we are to point souls to the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world. 
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Spalding &Megan’s  pg.153 
God would have his directions followed to the letter, that truth may be rescued from the 
companionship of error. 
 
 
 

What is the Church 
 
 
(Matt. 18:20)."Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them"  
 
Upward Look 315   
To be singular for singularity's sake is positively detestable, below the dignity of a 
Christian, but to be singular because it is necessary to be so as the result of worshipping 
God and Him only, places Heaven's dignity upon man. We must not be afraid of being 
singular when duty requires us to be thus to exalt and honor God. . . .  {UL 315.2} 
     Do not court singularity for the sake of being odd, but for the sake of avoiding sin and 
dishonor to God. And in this case we are not to mind even the multitude who are against 
us. "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil."  {UL 315.3} 
     God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the national 
establishment, neither is it the various denominations; it is the people who love God 
and keep His commandments. "Where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them" (Matt. 18:20). Where Christ is even among the humble 
few, this is Christ's church, for the presence of the High and Holy One who inhabiteth 
eternity can alone constitute a church.  {UL 315.5} 
 
Acts of the Apostles pg. 11 
The church is God's fortress. His city of refuge, which He holds in a revolted world. Any 
betrayal of the church is treachery to Him who has bought mankind with the blood of His 
only-begotten Son. From the beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church on 
earth. In every age the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a faithful testimony 
to the generation in which they lived. These  sentinels gave the message of warning; and 
when they were called to lay off their armor, others took up the work. God brought these 
witnesses into covenant relation with Himself, uniting the church on earth with the 
church in heaven. He has sent forth His angels to minister to His church, and the gates of 
hell have not been able to prevail against His people.  {AA 11.2} 
     Through centuries of persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has sustained His 
church. Not one cloud has fallen upon it that He has not prepared for; not one opposing  
force has risen to counterwork His work, that He has not foreseen. All has taken place as 
He predicted. He has not left His church forsaken, but has traced in prophetic declarations 
what would occur, and that which His Spirit inspired the prophets to foretell has been 
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brought about. All His purposes will be fulfilled. His law is linked with His throne, and 
no power of evil can destroy it. Truth is inspired and guarded by God; and it will triumph 
over all opposition 
 
 
RH, July 24, 1894 
It is impossible for any one to become a true follower of Jesus Christ, without 
distinguishing himself from the worldly mass of unbelievers. If the world would accept of 
Jesus, then there would be no sword of dissension; for all would be disciples of Christ 
and in fellowship one with another, and their unity would be unbroken. But this is not the 
case. Here and there an individual member of a family is true to the convictions of his 
conscience, and is compelled to stand alone in his family or in the church to which he 
belongs, and is finally compelled, because of the course of those with whom he 
associates, to separate himself from their companionship. The line of demarkation is 
made distinct. One stands upon the word of God, the others upon the traditions and 
sayings of men.  {RH, July 24, 1894 par. 3} 
 
 
RH, February 10, 1891 
In following Christ, the light of the world, he will not fail nor be discouraged; for divine 
strength will be given that he may walk circumspectly, firmly, making advancement in 
the divine life. The follower of Christ will become one with him, he will look to Christ as 
the author and finisher of his faith, and the Father will be revealed to his soul as "the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort."  {RH, February 10, 1891 par. 4} 
     We are not saved as a sect; no denominational name has any virtue to bring us into 
favor with God. We are saved individually as believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. And 
"by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God." We 
may have our names recorded on the books of the most spiritual of the churches, and yet 
we may not belong to Christ, and our names may not be written on the Lamb's book of 
life. Christ said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me. 
 
Testimonies for the Church 4T pg. 16 
The advancement of the church is retarded by the wrong course of its members. 
Uniting with the church, although an important and necessary act, does not make one 
a Christian nor ensure salvation. We cannot secure a title to heaven by having our 
names enrolled upon the church book while our hearts are alienated from Christ. 
 
Desire of Ages pg. 232 
 
   As the light and life of men was rejected by the ecclesiastical authorities in the days of 
Christ, so it has been rejected in every succeeding generation. Again and again the history 
of Christ's withdrawal from Judea has been repeated. When the Reformers preached the 
word of God, they had no thought of separating themselves from the established 
church; but the religious leaders would not tolerate the light, and those that bore it were 
forced to seek another class, who were longing for the truth. In our day few of the 
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professed followers of the Reformers are actuated by their spirit. Few are listening for the 
voice of God, and ready to accept truth in whatever guise it may be presented. Often 
those who follow in the steps of the Reformers are forced to turn away from the churches 
they love, in order to declare the plain teaching of the word of God. And many times 
those who are seeking for light are by the same teaching obliged to leave the church of 
their fathers, that they may render obedience.  {DA 232.2} 
 
RH, May 24, 1898 
So it will be in these last days. The cause of Christ will be betrayed. Those who have 
had the light of truth, and have enjoyed its blessings, but who have turned away from 
it, will fight down the Spirit of God. Inspired with a spirit from beneath, they will tear 
down that which they once built up, and show to all reasonable, God-fearing souls that 
they can not be trusted. They may lay claim to truth and righteousness, but their spirit 
and works will testify that they are betrayers of their Lord. The attributes of Satan they 
call the movings of the Holy Spirit.    
 

The Changing of Inspired Word 
“Will the Real Spirit of Prophecy Please Sstand Up” 

 
PROBLEM #1 
 
New Desire of Ages 568 4th pagr. (pg. 345 other DA) 
-vs- 
GC(1858) pg. 162-163 & 165 
(where is the Alter of incense?  Day Star pg. 42 tp) 
 
PROBLEM #2 
 
SOP #1 Page 209 
-VS- 
P & P 287& 288 
 
PROBLEM #3 
 
SOP #1 Page 18 
-VS- 
P & P 36& 37 
 
PROBLEM #4 
 
Desire of Ages page 829 & 830 
  
 

The Chronology of the downward slide. 
 



 9 

3T 492  1875 
I have been shown that no man's judgment should be surrendered to the judgment of any 
one man. But when the judgment of the General Conference, which is the highest 
authority that God has upon the earth, is exercised, private independence and private 
judgment must not be maintained, but be surrendered. 
 
Tm 359 1895 
I do not find rest in spirit. Scene after scene is presented in symbols before me, and I find 
no rest until I begin to write out the matter. At the center of the work matters are being 
shaped so that every other institution is following in the same course. And the General 
Conference is itself becoming corrupted with wrong sentiments and principles. 
 
RH July 23, 1895 
None are to exercise their human authority to bind minds and souls of their fellow-men. 
They are not to devise and put in practice methods and plans to bring every individual 
under their jurisdiction.  {RH, July 23, 1895 par. 1} 
Those who know the truth are to be worked by the Holy Spirit, and not themselves to try 
to work the Spirit. If the cords are drawn much tighter, if the rules are made much finer, 
if men continue to bind their fellow-laborers closer and closer to the commandments of 
men, many will be stirred by the Spirit of God to break every shackle, and assert their 
liberty in Christ Jesus. If men would act toward their fellow-men as to those whom Christ 
loves, if they would obey the commandment to "love thy neighbor as thyself," there 
would be sweet harmony among the brethren. 
 
 
Special Testimony to R & H Office Battle Creek 1896 
As things now exist in Battle Creek, the work of God cannot be carried forward on a 
correct basis. How long will these things be? When will the perceptions of men be made 
clear and sharp by the ministration of the Holy Spirit? Some there do not detect the 
injurious effects of the plans which for years have been working in an underhand manner. 
Some of the managers at the present time are walking in the light that they have received, 
and are doing the best they can, but their fellow workers are making things so oppressive 
for them that they can do but little. The enslaving of the souls of men by their fellow men 
in deepening the darkness which already envelops them. Who can now feel sure that they  
are safe in respecting the voice of the General Conference Association? If the people in 
our churches understood the management of the men who walk in the light of the sparks 
of their own kindling, would they respect their decisions? I answer, No, not for a 
moment. I have been shown that the people at large do not know that the heart of the 
work is being diseased and corrupted at Battle Creek. Many of the people are in a 
lethargic, listless, apathetic condition, and assent to plans which they do not understand. 
Where is the voice, from whence will it come, to whom the people may listen, knowing 
that it comes from the True Shepherd? I am called upon by the Spirit of God to present 
these things before you, and they are correct to the life, according to the practice of the 
past few years.  {PH080 19.2} 
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GCB, April 3, 1901 
O, my very soul is drawn out in these things! Men who have not learned to submit 
themselves to the control and discipline of God, are not competent to train the youth, to 
deal with human minds. It is just as much an impossibility for them to do this work as it 
would be for them to make a world. That these men should stand in a sacred place, to be 
as the voice of God to the people, as we once believed the General Conference to be,--
that is past. What we want now is a reorganization. We want to begin at the foundation, 
and to build upon a different principle.  {GCB, April 3, 1901 par. 25} 
 
TM 477 1907 
A strange thing has come into our churches. Men who are placed in positions of 
responsibility that they may be wise helpers to their fellow workers have come to suppose 
that they were set as kings and rulers in the churches, to say to one brother, Do this; to 
another, Do that; and to another, Be sure to labor in such and such a way. There have 
been places where the workers have been told that if they did not follow the instruction of 
these men of responsibility, their pay from the conference would be withheld.   
 
R & H July 1, 1909 
My soul has been so burdened that I have not been able to rest. What line can we dwell 
upon that will make the deepest impression upon the human mind? There are our schools. 
They are to be conducted in such a way that they will develop missionaries who will go 
out to the highways and hedges to sow the seeds of truth. This was the commission of 
Christ to his followers. They were to go to the highways and the byways bearing the 
message of truth to souls that would be brought to the faith of the gospel. I felt deeply in 
earnest as I saw how much needs to be done in the places I have recently visited. We 
must stand in the strength of God if we are to accomplish this work.  {RH, July 1, 1909 
par. 3} 
In his labors each worker is to look to God. We are to labor as men and women who have 
a living connection with God. We are to learn how to meet the people where they are. Let 
not such conditions exist as we found in some places when we returned to America, in 
which individual church-members, instead of realizing their responsibility, looked to men 
for guidance, and men to whom had been committed sacred and holy trusts in the 
carrying forward of the work, failed of understanding the value of personal responsibility 
and took upon themselves the work of ordering and dictating what their brethren should 
do or should not do. These are things that God will not allow in his work. He will put his 
burdens upon his burden-bearers. Every individual soul has a responsibility before God, 
and is not to be arbitrarily instructed by men as to what he shall do, what he shall say, and 
where he shall go. We are not to put confidence in the counsel of men and assent to all 
they shall say unless we have evidence that they are under the influence of the Spirit of 
God.  {RH, July 1, 1909 par. 4} 
Study the first and second chapters of Acts. Light has been given me that our work must 
be carried forward in a higher and broader way than it has ever yet been carried. The light 
of heaven is to be appreciated and cherished. This light is for the laborers. It is for those 
who feel that God has given them a message, and that they have a sacred responsibility to 
bear in its proclamation.  {RH, July 1, 1909 par. 5} 


